
ELA Question Stems 

Grades 3-5 

Which sentence from the passage best supports the inference that 

___________? 

In the passage, what lesson does  *character*  learn? 

Which universal theme is most reflected in the passage? 

What evidence from the text best supports the theme? 

Which word best describes   *character*   in the passage? 

Which sentence best describes the relationship of the setting to the 

plot in the passage? 

Which sentence from the passage best supports the main idea  in the 

text? 

Based on information in the passage, what conclusion can be made 

about *character*   or   *event* ? 

Which sentence from the passage contains an opinion? 

From which point of view is the passage written? (first person or third 

person) and What evidence from the text is proof? 

How does the point of view influence how the events in the passage are 

described? 

What is the author’s purpose in writing the passage? 

How are the settings of both dramas/poems/passages alike? 



How are “passage 1” and “passage 2” most alike in their approach to a 

similar topic? 

How does the information in “passage 1” and “passage 2” differ? 

How does the author’s use of  

 imagery (giving a visual description) / 

 alliteration (ie: Sally sell shells by the seashore) / 

 hyperbole (exaggerating objects, characters or ideas) / 

 personification (giving an inanimate object characteristics of a 

person – the tree’s branches swing back and forth)  

in the sentence help to communicate an idea? 

 

Which characteristic most identifies the passage as nonfiction rather 

than fiction? 

Which reason does the author provide to support this point (give an 

example of a point from the text)? 

What does the reader learn about *character* or *event*  in both 

passages? 

What does the word _____ mean as used in the sentences? 

What does the phrase “_____” mean? 

The meaning of the root “aud” helps the reader know that the word 

“audible” refers to something that …. 

Which word is a synonym for ________________? 

Which word is an antonym for _______________? 


